Introduction
The number of participants taking part in political demonstrations is usually seen as an indication of the extent of popular support for the cause addressed by the demonstration. If there are many, "the people" supports it, and if there are few they do not; if there are more than last time a comparable demonstration took place, popular support is on the rise, and if there are fewer it is waning.
Or so the popular logic would seem to go.
However, demonstrations are instances of large-scale collective action where the participation of the average supporter will make no difference for the outcome, and where the benefit produced by the demonstration itself constitutes a "public good" which will be shared by all sympathizers, irrespective of whether they take part or not. In contrast, the costs of participating in the demonstration are concentrated and private. So, why should rational individuals demonstrate, when they know that there at least some personal 4 seeking to empirically analyze participation in demonstrations have tended to be either somewhat anecdotal macro-narratives (e.g., Tullock 1971; Tullock 1974) or have relied on survey data which given the nature of demonstrations will tend to be ex post and potentially with considerable problems relating to representativity or ex post rationalization (e.g., Finkel, Muller & Opp 1989) .
In the present study we shall try to tackle this in a new way and 
The data
In the following we seek to test alternative explanations of variation in the extent of collective participation in May Day 
The dependent variable
The dependent variable of the analysis is the number of participants in the May Day demonstrations in the Faelledpark (cf. 
The independent variables
In order to examine the factors potentially determining the variation in number of participants at the May Day demonstration, a number of independent variables will be considered, all of them in the form of "objective", non-survey based data. The first part of the statistical analysis presents simple bi-variate correlations between the dependent variable and all other variables considered. The second part consists of standard ordinary least squares multiple regression analyses. Because of the relatively small number of observations in the data set, the analysis will need to limit the number of variables included in the multiple regression analysis, and we accordingly which can explain most of the variation solely with statistically significant variables.
Following the outlined utility function, the baseline model will include (a) unemployment (as a measure of the "public bad" to be • Unemployment, i.e., the number of unemployed Danes. Concerns for achieving as high a level of employment as possible have always been among the stated top-priorities of the labour unions, and indeed of the socialist parties, and may reasonably be seen as the over-all public good sought after by the organized left.
Everything else being equal, a traditional argument would be that high employment is a public good and hence that more ideological colour of the government might mobilize its opponents. Again an Olsonian analysis would suggest that this will be a purpose that as a public good is open to free-riding, but
for the present purposes, we will assume that left-voting Danes will see it as a form of moral duty-something giving them a participation related satisfaction-to demonstrate against a nonsocialist government, irrespective of any political effects.
Accordingly, we will expect, everything else being equal, that a non-socialist government is associated with higher number of participants, while the opposite is the case for a socialist government.
• Weather: The May Day weather could reasonably be seen as potentially entering into both the private benefits and private costs of the calculus of participants. If the weather is cold and wet, it will be uncomfortable, while if it is warm and sunny the demonstration itself may be a pleasure. 5 We therefore expect that temperatures will be positively correlated with the number of participants. 6 For purposes of analysis we have tested several 12 different temperature variables: daily minimum temperatures, daily maximum temperatures and average temperatures based in a simple average of the two former. Similar expectations apply to the number of hours of sunshine, while the reverse goes for the amount of rain. For the latter we have included both the measured amount of rain (rain (millimetres)) and a dummy for whether or not there has been rain (rain (dummy)). Finally, we have constructed an interaction variable, appropriately termed good weather, which multiplies minimum temperatures, maximum temperatures and number of sunshine hours.
• Workday: May 1 st will fall either on an ordinary workday or on a day where employees have the day off (weekends, national and religious holidays, etc.). Participation is always costly, even if the cost is low-either because it conflicts with work, or because it takes time away from other private activities. On the other hand, if leisure is a good, using an opportunity to take time off from work (when possible), may actually be a private benefit. For the present purposes we will expect the private costs to be higher if PDF Creator -PDF4Free v2.0 http://www.pdf4free.com
• Labour union strength: Two opposing hypotheses may be compared by considering labour union strength. A more classic, pluralist approach would suggest that larger special interest groups would lead to more participation, while the Olsonian analyses would suggest that the larger a group is, the less effect a typical participant will have on any outcome, and the more rational it will be to free-ride. Everything else being equal, one would expect larger labour unions to be better at mobilizing larger number of demonstrators-or alternatively that larger labour unions would make free-riding more attractive (and easier).
The control variables
In order to control for spurious correlations, the statistical analysis also includes a number of alternative control variables, which conceivably could be of importance, although they do not all fit any the number of people participating in the most important annual event of the political left.
• Number of socialist parties: While the electoral strength of the leftwing can be important, its organizational basis may also be.
Everything else being equal we expect a larger number of parties to be better at mobilizing potential sympathizers and therefore expect a positive correlation between the number of socialist parties and the number of May Day demonstrators.
• Labour conflict: A large number of work-days lost to labour conflicts indicate a high level of social conflict and a wellorganized labour movement, and a case of the latter will be better able to mobilize many demonstrators. We therefore expect a positive correlation between number of days lost to strikes and the number of May Day participants.
• Prosperity: A standard theory in much of 20 th century voting analysis has been that if living standards are poor, voters may be seen as being more willing to protest (and perhaps especially to support the political left), while higher living standards might participation in May Day demonstrations. We accordingly hypothesize that lower (higher) economic growth (measured as change from previous year's GDP) will result in higher (lower) turnout.
• Government size: Conceivably the left's demonstrations may be influenced by the extent to which the public sector realizes the left's political program. We therefore expect that public sector size (measured by the tax levels, i.e., total taxes and percentage of GDP) will exhibit a negative correlation with the number of May Day demonstrators.
• Fall of the Soviet Union: Since at least one prominent left-wing party, the Danish Communist Party (DKP), was financed partly by a foreign state, and simultaneously hosted one of the largest factions of the annual May Day demonstrations, the collapse of the Communist regimes that took place 1989-1991 may be seen as potentially having had a negative effect on turnout. 7 Also, the fall of so many regimes having an at least self-proclaimed socialist nature might be seen as potentially depressing effect on the Soviet Union disintegrated, and our expectation is a negative correlation.
• Bandwagon effect: Collective action may exhibit so-called "bandwagon effects", 8 where participants make their own participation dependent on their expectations of how many others will participate, and where these expectations are formed on the basis of prior events. For the present purposes we expect that the number of participants in a given year will be related to the number of participants in the previous year, so that a high (low) level in year t2 will correlate with a high (low) level in year t1.
• Trend: There are well-known potential problems related to the use of time-series data in OLS-multiple regression analysis. For that purpose we have included a trend-line as a simple control of whether participation has systematically declined over time. Day demonstrators could be seen as reacting to economic crisis (or their opposites) to some extent. However, the effect is, as seen, far from robust, at least in the case of unemployment, and in a relative perspective the effects are less than impressive: In model 13 the effect of a one percent change in annual economic growth is only slightly higher than the effect of a one degree change in temperature and less than that of two hours of sunshine. Similarly, the less than statistically robust unemployment variable would need to exhibit an increase of ca. 50,000 unemployed workers before the effect on participation would exceed that of a one degree change in temperature.
The analysis
All in all, the analysis suggests that there will always be some turnout at May Day demonstrations, by the dedicated idealists-but how many will turn out in total depend not least on the weather- Knack 1994) . What is most surprising here is not the relationship but that it has such an extraordinarily strong and robust effect.
Conclusion
The previous analysis suggests that the public good factors usually 
